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plans or plan amendments, where ap-
plicable. Lands acquired by an ex-
change within a Bureau of Land Man-
agement district shall automatically
become public lands as defined in 43
U.S.C. 1702 and shall become part of
that district. The acquired lands shall
be managed in accordance with exist-
ing regulations and provisions of appli-
cable land use plans and plan amend-
ments. Lands acquired by an exchange
that are located within the boundaries
of areas of critical environmental con-
cern or any other area having an ad-
ministrative designation established
through the land use planning process
shall automatically become part of the
unit or area within which they are lo-
cated, without further action by the
Bureau of Land Management, and shall
be managed in accordance with all
laws, rules, regulations, and land use
plans applicable to such unit or area.

(h) Environmental analysis. After an
agreement to initiate an exchange is
signed, an environmental analysis shall
be conducted by the authorized officer
in accordance with the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C.
4371), the Council on Environmental
Quality regulations (40 CFR parts 1500–
1508), and the environmental policies
and procedures of the Department of
the Interior and the Bureau of Land
Management. In making this analysis,
the authorized officer shall consider
timely written comments received in
response to the published exchange no-
tice, pursuant to § 2201.2 of this part.

(i) Reservations or restrictions in the
public interest. In any exchange, the au-
thorized officer shall reserve such
rights or retain such interests as are
needed to protect the public interest or
shall otherwise restrict the use of Fed-
eral lands to be exchanged, as appro-
priate. The use or development of lands
conveyed out of Federal ownership are
subject to any restrictions imposed by
the conveyance documents and all
laws, regulations, and zoning authori-
ties of State and local governing bod-
ies.

(j) Hazardous substances—(1) Federal
lands. The authorized officer shall de-
termine whether hazardous substances
may be present on the Federal lands in-
volved in an exchange and shall provide
notice of known storage, release, or

disposal of hazardous substances on the
Federal lands to the other parties in
accordance with the provisions of 40
CFR part 373. The authorized officer
shall provide this notice in the ex-
change agreement. The authorized offi-
cer shall also provide such notice, to
the extent information is readily avail-
able, in the agreement to initiate an
exchange. Unless the non-Federal party
is a potentially responsible party under
42 U.S.C. 9607(a), the conveyance docu-
ment from the United States shall con-
tain a covenant in accordance with 42
U.S.C. 9620(h)(3). Where the non-Fed-
eral party is a potentially responsible
party with respect to the property, it
may be appropriate to enter into an
agreement, as referenced in 42 U.S.C.
9607(e), whereby that party would in-
demnify the United States and hold the
United States harmless against any
loss or cleanup costs after conveyance.

(2) Non-Federal lands. The non-Fed-
eral party shall notify the authorized
officer of any known, suspected and/or
reasonably ascertainable storage, re-
lease, or disposal of hazardous sub-
stances on the non-Federal land pursu-
ant to § 2201.1 of this part. Notwith-
standing such notice, the authorized
officer shall determine whether haz-
ardous substances are known to be
present on the non-Federal land in-
volved in an exchange. If hazardous
substances are known or believed to be
present on the non-Federal land, the
authorized officer shall reach an agree-
ment with the non-Federal party re-
garding the responsibility for appro-
priate response action concerning the
hazardous substances before com-
pleting the exchange. The terms of this
agreement and any appropriate ‘‘hold
harmless’’ agreement shall be included
in an exchange agreement, pursuant to
§ 2201.7–2 of this part.

(k) Legal description of properties. All
lands subject to an exchange shall be
properly described on the basis of ei-
ther a survey executed in accordance
with the Public Land Survey System
laws and standards of the United
States or, if those laws and standards
cannot be applied, the lands shall be
properly described and clearly
locatable by other means as may be
prescribed or allowed by law.
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